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CALIFORNIA HEALTH BENEFITS REVIEW PROGRAM 

CHBRP REPORTS ENHANCE UNDERSTANDING 
 

 
• CHBRP is independent, analytic resource serving the California 

Legislature, grounded in academia and policy analysis 
– Administered by the University of California 
– Provides timely, evidence-based information to the Legislature 
 

• Neutral – without specific policy recommendations 
 
• Fast – 60 days or less 

 
• Expert – leverages faculty and researchers, policy analysts, and an 

independent actuary to perform evidence-based analysis 
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CALIFORNIA HEALTH BENEFITS REVIEW PROGRAM 

WHO IS CHBRP? 
 

• Task Force of faculty and researchers 
 
• Actuarial firm (new contract as of January 2016): PricewaterhouseCoopers 

 
• Librarians 
 
• Content Experts 

 
• National Advisory Council 

 
• CHBRP Staff 
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CALIFORNIA HEALTH BENEFITS REVIEW PROGRAM 

CHBRP’S WEBSITE: WWW.CHBRP.ORG 
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HOW CHBRP WORKS 
 

• Upon receipt of the Legislature’s request, CHBRP convenes multi-
disciplinary, analytic teams 

• CHBRP staff manage the teams, complete policy context 
• Each analytic team evaluates: 
 

 
 
 

Public Health Impacts 

What impacts on the community’s overall health? What are the health outcomes 

Cost Projections 

Will enrollees use it? How much will it cost? 

Medical Effectiveness 

What services/treatments are included? Do they work? What studies have been done? 



CALIFORNIA HEALTH BENEFITS REVIEW PROGRAM 

WHAT WILL YOU FIND IN A CHBRP REPORT? 

• Key Findings 
 

• Six major sections: 
  1. Policy Context 
  2. Background 
  3. Medical Effectiveness 
  4. Cost Impacts (Benefit Coverage. Utilization, and Cost Impacts) 
  5. Public Health Impacts/Social Determinants of Health 
  6. Long Term Impacts 
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A CHBRP REPORT ADDRESSES: 

• Does scientific evidence indicate whether the treatment/service works? 
 

• What are the estimated impacts on coverage, utilization, and costs of the 
treatment/service? 
 

• What is the potential value of a proposed health benefit mandate? What 
health outcomes are improved at what cost? 
 

• What are the potential benefits and costs of a mandate in the long-term? 
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CALIFORNIA HEALTH BENEFITS REVIEW PROGRAM 

KEY DESIGN FEATURES OF CHBRP: LESSONS 
 

• Partner with public universities 
 

• Ensure impartiality/ objectivity/ strong COI 
 
• “Freeze legislation” for analysis period 

– 60 Days: “Blessing and Curse” 
– Peer review, feedback, and drafts create intense bursts of productively 

and effort 
• Find or secure a designated revenue source 

 
• Emphasis on Quality and Accuracy: Flexibility 
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KEY DESIGN FEATURES OF CHBRP: LESSONS 
 

• Invest by securing and partnering for data sources and ally with policy 
centers 
 

• Role of actuaries, content experts, and consultants is key 
 

• Emphasis on accessibility (Key Findings), clarity, and elevation of policy 
debate/literacy 
 

• Focus on continuous quality improvement and engagement with users and 
stakeholders 
 

• Faculty/researchers have clear stake and commitment to long-term success 
of the program. 
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KEY DESIGN FEATURES OF CHBRP: LESSONS 
 

• Flexibility/Skills of Taskforce and Staff 
–  Very limited academic politics with focus on collaboration 
–    Find “policy wonks” but leave politics to staff 

 
• Reserve (great) faculty time in advance 

 
• Multi-faceted policy/project management staff 
 
• Develop robust templates, timelines, and internal processes that ensure 

smooth flow 
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CHBRP MODEL: OTHER STATE TOPICS? 
 

• Comparative effectiveness work at state levels 
 
• Health disparities 

 
• Delving into Social Determinants of Health 
 
• Essential Health Benefits 

 
• Medicaid/ state employee/ benefits mandates 

– Cost effectiveness studies 
– Public Health / Disparities Work 
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Wrap-up 

Questions? Want more info?  
www.chbrp.org 

 
Contact: 

Garen Corbett, Director 
Email: garen.corbett@chbrp.org 
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